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[Acts of 1909, c. 486, s. 3, amended by Acts of 1982, c.190, s.23, and further amended by Acts of 1986, 
c. 701, s. 3] 

SECTION 51. Grants and Gifts; Acceptance and Expenditure.  An officer or department of any 
city or town, or of any regional school or other district, may accept grants or gifts of funds from the 
federal government and from a charitable foundation, a private corporation, or an individual, or from the 
commonwealth, a county or municipality or an agency thereof, and in the case of any grant or gift given 
for educational purposes may expend said funds for the purposes of such grant or gift with the approval 
of the school committee, and in the case of any other grant or gift may expend such funds for the 
purposes of such grant or gift with the approval of the mayor and city council.  Notwithstanding the 
provisions of M.G.L. c. 44, s. 53, any amounts so received shall be deposited with the treasurer and held 
as a separate account and may be expended as aforesaid by such officer or department receiving the 
grant or gift without further appropriation.   If the express written terms or conditions of the grant 
agreement so stipulate, interest on the grant funds may remain with and become a part of the grant 
account and may be expended as part of the grant by such officer or department receiving the grant or 
gift without further appropriation.  Any grant, subvention, or subsidy for educational purposes received 
from the federal government may be expended by the school committee of such city, town or district 
without including the purpose of such expenditure in, or applying such amount to, the annual or any 
supplemental budget or appropriation request of such committee; provided, however, that this sentence 
shall not apply to amounts so received to which M.G.L. c. 71, s. 26C and Acts of 1953, c. 621, as 
amended, and Acts of 1958, c. 664, as amended, apply; and, provided further, that notwithstanding the 
foregoing provision, this sentence shall apply to amounts so received as grants under the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965, (Public Law 89–10).  After receipt of a written commitment from the 
federal government approving a grant for educational purposes and in anticipation of receipt of such 
funds from the federal government, the treasurer, upon the request of the school committee, shall pay 
from the General Fund of such municipality compensation for services rendered and goods supplied to 
such federal grant programs, such payments to be made no later than ten days after the rendition of such 
services or the supplying of such goods; provided, however, that the provisions of such federal grant 
would allow the treasurer to reimburse the General Fund for the amounts so advanced.  [General Laws c. 
44, s. 53A] 

THE CITY CLERK AND THE CITY AUDITOR 
SECTION 52. Term of Office for City Clerk.  In the year nineteen hundred and eleven, and every 

third year thereafter, a city clerk shall be elected by a majority of the members of the city council, to 
hold office until the first Monday in February in the third year following his election, and thereafter until 
his successor has been duly chosen and qualified, unless sooner removed by due process of law.  The 
city clerk shall act as clerk of the city council established by this act.  [Acts of 1909, c. 486, s. 22] 

SECTION 53. Accounts Subject to Inspection by Auditor.  All accounts rendered to or kept in the 
departments of the city of Boston or county of Suffolk shall be subject to the inspection and revision of 
the city auditor, and shall be rendered and kept in such form as he shall prescribe.  The auditor may 
require any person presenting for settlement an account or claim against the city or county to make oath 
before him in such form as he may prescribe as to the accuracy of such account or claim.  The wilful 
making of a false oath shall be perjury and punishable as such.  The auditor may disallow and refuse to 
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pay, in whole or in part, any claim on the ground that it is fraudulent or unlawful and in that case he 
shall file a written statement of his reasons for the refusal.  [Acts of 1909, c. 486, s. 23] 

SECTION 54. Statement of Unexpended Balances to be Furnished.  The auditor shall furnish 
monthly to each head of department a statement of the unexpended balance of the appropriation for that 
department, and he shall furnish to the mayor and city council a statement of the unexpended balances of 
all the departments.  He shall furnish quarterly to the city council an itemized statement showing the 
amount of money expended by the mayor and the city council for contingent expenses.  [Acts of 1909, c. 
486, s. 25] 

SECTION 55. Appointment of Audit Committee.  There shall be appointed by the mayor subject 
to confirmation by the city council, an audit committee of five members, all residents of the city of 
Boston, whose members shall serve for five years ... .  Members shall serve without compensation but 
may be reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred, and shall be deemed special municipal employees 
for the purposes of chapter two hundred and sixty-eight A of the General Laws. 

The city shall retain the services of an independent, certified public accounting firm which shall 
annually audit the accounts of the city.  The audit committee shall monitor the progress of such audit 
and shall meet with the accounting firm at least quarterly.  The said committee shall review the 
recommendations of the firm and shall present to the mayor and city council such recommendations as it 
may have.  [Acts of 1982, c. 190, s. 14] 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

SECTION 56. Establishment of Reserve Fund.  To provide for extraordinary and unforeseen 
expenditures, the city of Boston shall, prior to the date when the tax rate for a fiscal year is fixed, 
include in the appropriations for such fiscal year as a segregated reserve fund a sum not less than two 
and one-half per cent of the preceding year’s appropriations for city and county departments, excepting 
the school department; provided, however, that the amount required to be appropriated for such reserve 
fund in any fiscal year may be reduced by the amount, if any, remaining in the reserve fund established 
for the preceding fiscal year after all transfers have been made therefrom as hereinafter authorized and 
such remaining amount shall be retained in the reserve fund provided for such fiscal year.  The mayor, 
with the approval of the city council, may make direct drafts or transfers against such fund before the 
close of the fiscal year, provided that no such drafts or transfers may be made before June first in any 
fiscal year. 

Each transfer recommended by the mayor to the city council shall be accompanied by written 
documentation detailing the amount of such transfer and an explanation of the reason for the transfer.  If 
the reserve fund for a fiscal year beginning on or after July first, nineteen hundred and eighty-six is 
exhausted through transfer and the city incurs an appropriation or revenue deficit in such fiscal year, the 
reserve fund appropriation requirement shall increase by fifty per cent for the fiscal year following such 
fiscal year ... . 

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, in the city of Boston, the segregated 
reserve fund established by this section shall be deemed to satisfy the requirement of section fourteen of 
chapter sixty-four J of the General Laws that a city accepting said chapter sixty-four J shall establish a 




